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Why an Atlas?



“to conserve, maintain and restore coastal 
ecosystems so that they are healthy, 

productive, resilient and able to deliver 
the resources people want and need”

New York Ocean and Great Lakes 
Ecosystem Conservation Act
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The Council…
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Ecosystem-Based 
Management Areas



Ecosystem-based Management in 
New York

An integrated approach to management that considers 
the entire ecosystem, including humans

An Ecosystem is:
A dynamic complex of plants, animals (including 
humans), microbes and physical environmental 
features that interact with one another

Ecosystem-Based Management is:
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Ecosystem-based Management is:

• A process….

• Evolutionary not revolutionary
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Ecosystem-based Management:  
Components

1. Place-based focus
2. Best available science
3. Adaptive management
4. Measurable objectives
5. Interconnectedness
6. Public involvement
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Act Mandates:

“an ocean and coastal resources atlas 
to make information available to the 

public and decision makers”
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How we built the Atlas?



Building the Atlas
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Building the Atlas

Data 
Collection 

and Process

Data Gap 
Analysis

Viewer 
Development

Data Catalog 
Portal

Data Collection and Process
• Over 1000 Data Sets from over 57 

Data Sources
• Metadata
• Downloadable

• Ongoing ….
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Building the Atlas

Data Gap Analysis
• Initial Analysis

• Survey
• Workshop

• Report
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Building the Atlas
Viewer Development
• Code from CSCIC

• MapXtreme platform
• Beta Testing

• Live July 2008 
• Currently 392 datasets
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Building the Atlas

Data Catalog Portal
• Beta version is out for review

• Search for data based on: key words, 
geography, dates

• Upload own data & metadata

Data 
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Development
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What Can the Atlas Do? 



Atlas Demo

www.nyoglatlas.org
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Google Earth Shot



Google Earth Shot



Google Earth Shot



Full Extent











Portal Demo

http://portalnyoglecc.nyoglatlas.org/

GPT9/catalog/main/home.page
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http://portalnyoglecc.nyoglatlas.org/�
























What’s Next?



Next Steps

• Combine the Portal 
and Atlas Viewer
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Next Steps

• Combine the Portal and 
Atlas Viewer

• WMS/WFS
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Next Steps

• Combine the Portal and 
Atlas Viewer

• WMS/WFS
• Google Like Search 

Feature
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Next Steps
• Combine the Portal and 

Atlas Viewer
• WMS/WFS
• Google Like Search 

Feature
• Analysis Models

• Health Index
• Great Lake & Marine 

Spatial Planning
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Thank you:

Council Website: www.nyoglecc.org 
Atlas Website: www.nyoglatlas.org
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• Council’s Technology Working Group
• NY Office of Cyber Security & Critical Infrastructure Coordination
• Stone Environmental, Inc.
• Troy Web
• Light & Power Media
• 57 organizations who contributed data



Questions??
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Council Website: www.nyoglecc.org 
Atlas Website: www.nyoglatlas.org
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