
Digital Coast Partnership

What’s in it for me & you?

A Perspective from the 
Coastal States Organization

March 3, 2009



Overview

 Who are the Coastal States Organization & 
what do they do?

 What are some of CSO’s priority issues and 
needs related to coastal inundation?

 How can the Digital Coast help meet some of 
these needs?



Coastal States Organization

The Coastal States Organization (CSO) was established 
in 1970 to represent the coastal states, commonwealths 
and territories on legislative and policy issues relating to 
the sound management of coastal, Great Lakes and 
ocean resources.

CSO represents the interests of the Governors from the 
thirty-five coastal states, commonwealths, and 
territories of the United States. 



CSO Climate Change Workgroup Reports

 Completed a comprehensive white paper 
on the role of Coastal Zone Management 
Programs in Adaptation to Climate Change 
in Sept. 2007.

 Completed a climate change adaptation 
survey in order to obtain up to date 
information on the status of adaptation 
planning, priority information needs, and 
capacity of state programs to address the 
priority issues in Sept. 2008.

www.coastalstates.org/uploads/PDFs/CSO 2008 Climate Change Report.pdf



Responding to Climate Change

State Coastal Programs have immediate 
responsibilities to plan for and adapt to 
the impacts climate change.
Success requires better data, training, 

and decision support tools be applied at 
the State and local level.
Many of the needed resources already 

exist, but are hard to locate, access, or 
utilize.



Technical Needs

 High resolution topography/bathymetry (LiDAR)
 Guidance/support on inundation and shoreline 

change modeling and monitoring
 Impacts of accelerated SLR on coastal habitats 

(especially wetlands)
 Economic studies, potential impacts to 

infrastructure
 Policy analyses related to shoreline replenishment, 

“retreat” and/or armoring
 Information synthesis



Scalability:  Digital Information must be adequate for  use  
by local planners and decision makers

Global

Regional

Local



CSO Survey of State Needs

80% of States responding are planning to 
develop a SLR plan.  They need data, 
guidance, and tools.
States still have large gaps in their knowledge 

of costs and capacity for SLR planning.
Gap in capacity of State programs can be 

alleviated with Technical Assistance,  if we 
can deliver the services where they are 
needed.



What do we hope to get from the 
Digital Coast Partnership?

• A user-inspired platform to significantly 
improve our delivery of technology to protect  
coastal resources.

• A site that brings together tools and new 
partners from various disciplines to address 
coastal issues.

• A trusted resource for sharing information 
and lessons learned among the various groups. 



Digital Coast

• Digital Coast will be what we make it.
• Digital Coast has a tremendous potential 

for supporting coastal resource 
management, AS LONG AS WE USE IT.

• Take time to check it out and comment.  
If you make it work for you, you will help 
make it work for all of us.
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