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Virginia’s 
Coastal
Zone

Protecting, restoring, and strengthening 
our coastal ecosystems and economy 
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What Resources Does VA CZM Have
to Accomplish Its Goals?

• About $2.6 million/yr federal funds from NOAA

• $0 state funds from the General Assembly

• 6 staff positions





A Vision for 
Virginia’s Coastal Zone



Blue Infrastructure Maps
What are the most important features in the water that 

we need to protect?



Green Infrastructure Maps
What are the most important features on the 

land that we need to protect?



Data Contributing Partners

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/�
http://www.vims.edu/�
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/�
http://www.mrc.state.va.us/�
http://www.deq.state.va.us/homepage.html�
http://www.hrpdc.org/�
http://www.mppdc.com/�
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/�
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/virginia/�
http://ccb-wm.org/�
http://www.vcu.edu/cesweb/�


Big Picture
Need for an integrative tool to facilitate 
information sharing in the coastal zone
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Coastal GEMS Partnership

NOAA

http://www.vcu.edu/cesweb/index.html�
http://www.vcu.edu/�
http://www.worldviewsolutions.com/�


Coastal GEMS
Connects users to a growing 
inventory of 

• water and land based natural  
resource data (blue-green infrastructure)

• conservation planning tools
• examples of good coastal

planning decisions 

Promotes community involvement in 
coastal land and water conservation 
decisions through

• fact sheets (coastal resource  
values, laws and policies)

• direct links to agencies 
responsible for current data



www.deq.virginia.gov/coastal/

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/coastal/�


Questions?

Nick Meade
(804) 698-4297

Nick.Meade@deq.virginia.gov
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