
Sub-Benthic Component (SBC) 
(DRAFT)

• Surface Layer Class 
– Upper 15 cm
– Describes physical characteristics of soil/sediment 

(grain size)
– Map units delineated with acoustic methods or by 

landscape unit
– Grab samples or cores to ground-truth
– Multiple scales of mapping

• Soil 
– Using USDA Keys to Soil Taxonomy
– Describes characteristics to a greater depth (~2 

meters below surface)



Surface Layer Class Overview
I. Bedrock
II. Organic
III. Unconsolidated 

Mineral
A. Shells/Corals
B. Fragments
C. Shell-rich

1. Shelly Sands
2. Shelly Loams
3. Shelly Silts
4. Shelly Clays

D. Gravel-rich
1. Gravelly Sands
2. Gravelly Loams
3. Gravelly Silts
4. Gravelly Clays Sands

E. Loams
1. Coarse Loams
2. Fine Loams

F. Silts
G. Clays



Modifiers

• Rock fragment modifiers for gravel-rich 
soil/sediment:
– Pebble
– Cobble
– Stone
– Boulder

• Organic-rich
• Fluid



From Schoeneberger et. al 2002






	Sub-Benthic Component (SBC) (DRAFT)
	Surface Layer Class Overview
	Modifiers
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

